Question:
Why dose Shia interpret the verses of the Holy Quran?

Answer:
The Holy Quran divides its verses into two groups and states that: {َﻫُﻮَ ﺍﻟَّﺬِﻱَ ﺃَﻧﺰَﻝَ ﻋَﻠَﻴْﻚَ ﺍﻟْﻜِﺘَﺎﺏ
ﻣِﻨْﻪُ ﺁﻳَﺎﺕٌ ﻣُّﺤْﻜَﻤَﺎﺕٌ ﻫُﻦَّ ﺃُﻡُّ ﺍﻟْﻜِﺘَﺎﺏِ ﻭَﺃُﺧَﺮُ ﻣُﺘَﺸَﺎﺑِﻬَﺎﺕٌ ﻓَﺄَﻣَّﺎ ﺍﻟَّﺬِﻳﻦَ ﻓﻲ ﻗُﻠُﻮﺑِﻬِﻢْ ﺯَﻳْﻎٌ ﻓَﻴَﺘَّﺒِﻌُﻮﻥَ ﻣَﺎ ﺗَﺸَﺎﺑَﻪَ ﻣِﻨْﻪُ ﺍﺑْﺘِﻐَﺎﺀ
ُﺍﻟْﻔِﺘْﻨَﺔِ ﻭَﺍﺑْﺘِﻐَﺎﺀ ﺗَﺄْﻭِﻳﻠِﻪِ ﻭَﻣَﺎ ﻳَﻌْﻠَﻢُ ﺗَﺄْﻭِﻳﻠَﻪُ ﺇِﻻَّ ﺍﻟﻠﻪُ ﻭَﺍﻟﺮَّﺍﺳِﺨُﻮﻥَ ﻓِﻲ ﺍﻟْﻌِﻠْﻢِ ﻳَﻘُﻮﻟُﻮﻥَ ﺁﻣَﻨَّﺎ ﺑِﻪِ ﻛُﻞٌّ ﻣِّﻦْ ﻋِﻨﺪِ ﺭَﺑِّﻨَﺎ ﻭَﻣَﺎ ﻳَﺬَّﻛَّﺮ
ِ}ﺇِﻻَّ ﺃُﻭْﻟُﻮﺍْ ﺍﻷﻟْﺒَﺎﺏ
[1]“He it is Who has revealed the (divine) Book to you; some of its verses are decisive
[definite and clear], they are the basis of the Book (and any kind of complexity in other
verses will be explained by referring to these verses), and others are allegorical [the verses
that there are different possibilities in them for having the high rank of subject and other
aspects in the first look, but by referring to decisive verses, their interpretations will be
cleared]; then as for those in whose hearts there is perversity they follow the part of it which
is allegorical, seeking to mislead and seeking to give it (their own) interpretation. but none
knows its interpretation except Allah, and those who are firmly rooted in knowledge say: We
believe in it, it is all from our Lord; and none do mind except those having understanding”.
This verse divides the verses of the Holy Quran into two parts: 1- decisive 2- allegorical.
The meaning of “decisive” is some verses that are clear and stable from their significations,
and there are never two possibilities in them, while “allegorical” is a verse that its appearance
is uncertain, to clear that, it is necessary to pay attention to the contents of the verse and the
relevant verses to find signs for gaining the intended meaning, finally the uncertain
appearance be disappeared, and the correct interpretation of the verse will be obvious.
Scholars have difference opinions about “allegorical”, but they are unanimously agreed about
the necessity of interpreting that. The interpretation of allegorical verse is absolutely done by
seditious people whom the Holy Quran criticizes them who want to misuse, and sometimes
interpretation is done by those who are firmly rooted in knowledge who accurately and
impartially find some signs in the exact verse and the related verses, and finally they will
realize the divine meaning.
Allegorical interpreting definitely has some rules and conditions that an interpreter should be
qualified for them. [2]
Here, we mention an example of accepted interpretation that is in fact the explanation of a
verse by another verse:
The Holy Quran always conveys a series of exalted knowledge in the level of understanding
of common people so that all of them can become familiar with such knowledge. Such a
conveying of these kinds of knowledge helps to increase the level of the public
understanding, puts the clothes of sense on rational matters, and causes to appear a series

of possibilities in the contents of the verse that some of these possibilities are not in accord
with the definite principles of the Holy Quran, for example the Holy Quran says about the
control of Allah over cruel and oppressive people and that they have no power to escape
from His dominion that: {ِ}ﺇِﻥَّ ﺭَﺑَّﻚَ ﻟَﺒِﺎﻟْﻤِﺮْﺻَﺎﺩ
[3]“Most surely your Lord is watching”.
Or for explaining the appearance of Majesty and Mightiness of Allah in the resurrection day
the Holy Quran says that: {}ﻭَﺟَﺎﺀ ﺭَﺑُّﻚَ ﻭَﺍﻟْﻤَﻠَﻚُ ﺻَﻔًّﺎ ﺻَﻔًّﺎ
[4]“And your Lord comes and (also) the angels in ranks”.
The meaning of these verses is showing the power and dominion of Allah, and in fact it wants
to express the control of Allah over the resurrection day in the figure of observable matters,
thus we should consider both the signs in above verses and in the related verses for realizing
the real meaning of these verses to coordinate the allegorical verses with the decisive verses.
Although some of the verses of the Holy Quran are decisive, they can be interpreted, and
interpretation of decisive verses refers to mention the most complete and perfect instance of
matter. For example, the Holy Quran states that:{َ}ﺍﻫﺪِﻧَﺎ ﺍﻟﺼِّﺮَﺍﻁَ ﺍﻟﻤُﺴﺘَﻘِﻴﻢ
[5]“Keep us on the right path”.
Interpreters have stated different interpretations for ““ ”ﺻﺮﺍﻁ ﺍﻟﻤﺴﺘﻘﻴﻢthe right path”, but it
has been interpreted to the path of the Prophet (s.a.w.) and his successors in our traditions.
Surly, this kind of interpretation is in the rank of expressing the most complete and prefect
instance, because all prophets and saints were in the right path and all of them have followed
the true way, but the prefect people whom his behavior and saying is the obvious instance of
“the right path, they are the infallibles of this nation, that is, the Prophet (s.a.w.) and his
household (a.s.).
Interpreting in this meaning is acceptable, if it is documented by the correct tradition.
Elsewhere, the Holy Quran states that: {ٍ}ﺇِﻧَّﻤَﺎ ﺃَﻧﺖَ ﻣُﻨﺬِﺭٌ ﻭَﻟِﻜُﻞِّ ﻗَﻮْﻡٍ ﻫَﺎﺩ
[6]“You are only a warner and (there is) a guide for every people”.
It has been written in our traditions that the Prophet (s.a.w.) said to Ali (a.s.) that: [7]
ﺍﻧﺎ ﺍﻟﻤﻨﺬﺭ ﻭ ﺍﻧﺖ ﺍﻟﻬﺎﺩﻱ
“I am the warner, and you are the guide”.
Surely, the meaning of ““ ”ﻭ ﻟﮑﻞ ﻗﻮﻡ ﻫﺎﺩand (there is) a guide for every people” is all high
characters who carry the flag of guidance and guide men to the right path during the time,
but the most complete and prefect person among these guides is Amir al- Muminin (a.s.). [8]
The result is that:
1- For abstaining from falling into the trap of embodying and likening [of Allah], and

disagreeing with definite principles of the Holy Quran in decisive verses, there is no way
except the interpretation of allegorical verses.
2- The scholars of Islam even consider interpreting the allegorical verses to be necessary and
allowable, although they provide different interpretations for these verses.
3- Interpreting allegorical verses has its own principles, and it shouldn’t interpret an
allegorical verse contrary to a decisive one; these verses should be interpreted by means of
decisive verses, proved and absolute tradition, Quranic, traditional and lexicological sciences.
4- Interpreting the decisive verses is also correct, and it means providing a deeper, more
complete and prefect meaning by clearer concepts and instances, and it does not mean
providing a meaning contrary to the appearance of the verse.Refrence:
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