Question:
What is meant by the seven heavens? Does it mean that there are seven layers of skies or
that there are seven levels in paradise?

Answer:
Considering the questions that science still has regarding space and the galaxies, one cannot
reach a definite conclusion on what is exactly meant by “the seven heavens”. Nevertheless,
some viewpoints have been stated regarding this subject. But we mustn’t forget that the
main goal of the Quran is the training and guidance of mankind and when the Quran
mentions instances such as the seven heavens, the movement of the sun and earth etc., in
addition to it being correct in what it is saying, it is actually pointing to the never-ending
might of Allah (swt) and preparing the grounds for getting familiar with Allah (swt) and
thinking about his creation. Also, some of the scientific facts mentioned in the Quran need
time and experimental scientific proof. Therefore, if science doesn’t say anything regarding a
Quranic theory, that doesn’t necessarily mean it is incorrect.

Detailed Answer
In order to find out what is meant by “the seven heavens”, a few points must first be
mentioned:
1) The Holy Quran clearly mentions "the seven skies" seven times [1] and twice indirectly [2],
while it has apparently spoken of “the seven earths” only once. [3]
2) The literal meaning of “Sama” (sky) is as follows: “Sama” comes from the root word
“Sumoww”, which means elevation [4], some Arabic linguists even claim that anything that is
located above something else is a “sky” in relation with the lower object and the latter is
called an “earth” in relation with the higher object. [5]
3) “Sama” in the Quran:
The word “sama” and its derivatives have been mentioned in the Quran 310 times in which
have been used for two meanings:
a) A materialistic meaning:
The Quran has used this word (sama) for its materialistic meaning in many instances, such
as:
1) Meaning upwards:{…“ }ﺃَﺻْﻠُﻬَﺎ ﺛَﺎﺑِﺖٌ ﻭَﻓَﺮْﻋُﻬَﺎ ﻓِﻲ ﺍﻟﺴَّﻤَﺎﺀwhose root is firmly fixed, and its
branches (reach) to the sky” [6]
2) Meaning the atmosphere surrounding the earth:{“}ﻭَﻧَﺰَّﻟْﻨَﺎ ﻣِﻦَ ﺍﻟﺴَّﻤَﺎﺀِ ﻣَﺎﺀً ﻣُّﺒَﺎﺭَﻛًﺎAnd we send
down from the sky blessed rain” [7]
3) Meaning space, the place where the stars and other planets are located: “Blessed is He
who made constellations in the skies, and placed therein a lamp and a moon giving light” [8]
b) A spiritual meaning:

The holy Quran has also used the word "sama" in its spiritual meaning many times:
1) Meaning the level of “nearness” and “presence” in which this world’s affairs are
a high and true thing [10]: “And in the “sky” is your sustenance and that which ye are
promised” [11]
4) What is meant by “sab’” (seven)?
The word sab’ is used in two ways in Arabic:
a) For the number seven, which is a digit used in mathematics.
b) To signify abundance and large sums and quantities.
5) What the Quran means by the term “Seven Skies”:
Interpreters of the Quran say that there are several possibilities concerning the meaning of
this term:
a) Here, if seven means the digit seven, “seven skies” can be referring to one of two things:
1) Seven skies full of stars and galaxies like the sky of planet earth. In this case, there are
chances that there are also seven worlds out there similar to ours that haven’t been
discovered yet. [12]
2) Seven levels of “nearness”, “presence”, and high spiritual things (the seven skies), in
contrast to the seven low levels of materialistic being in nature (the seven earths). [13]
b) If “seven” is being used here to show abundance and large sums, three meanings are
possible for the abovementioned term (the seven skies):
1) That Allah created many skies (each sky being a collection of planets, galaxies, stars etc.)
and many earths (planets made of soil similar to our planet) in which all are suspended in
space.
2) That Allah has created the many different layers of the atmosphere and has also created
the different layers of the earth or different parts of the earth.
3) That Allah has created different levels of spirituality, ranks of nearness and presence, and
high spiritual objects as well.
Conclusion:
Given the fact that we don’t have enough information on the meaning of “the seven skies” in
the Quran, and that science still has many questions regarding space and different galaxies,
one cannot reach a definite conclusion and all of the theories expressed merely theories that
aren’t certain. [14] Yet, one must remember that the Quran’s main goal is the spiritual
guidance and growth of mankind. Therefore, when the Quran speaks of “the seven skies and
earths”, the movement of the sun and earth etc., in addition to what it is claiming is
absolutely true, it is pointing to the never-ending might and power of Allah. Also, when such

subjects are mentioned by the Quran, it is easier for man to get more familiar with his lord
and think about his vast and astonishing creation. Furthermore, some of the scientific
material in the Quran needs more time and scientific evidence to be proven. Therefore, if
science doesn’t say anything on a specific Quranic theory, that doesn’t necessarily mean it, is
incorrect.
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